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Religious teacher filled with passio
By PHIL GARBER,MANAGING EDITOR

MOUNT OLIVE TWP. -Moshe Rudin spent much of his adult career aschézaintil he decided to ta
the big plunge and become a teacher in the Bibdieake

Rudin, 48, is about a yeaway from being ordained as a rabbi and has beespiitual leader for th
last two years at Temple Hatikvah, a conservaywegogue with 95 memk [familie]s on Pleasant Hill
Road.

"After years as an educator, | realize how empavgekinowledge is," saiRudin about his role as rak
or teacher in Hebrew.

A native of Connecticut, he lives
West Orange and was raised in
Boston area and in Minnesota to refc
Jewish parents. His father, Arth
worked for a computer company, a
his mother, Natalie, vgathe daughter ¢
eastern European immigrants. His sis
Erica, lives in Florida.

Growing up in the 1970s, Rudin said
parents and others of that genera
were "in full fight from affiliating anc
identifying as Jews."

But Rudin found that he was pasf a
young generation of Jews who wi
having a "rekindling of Jewish intere
and passion."

A watershed moment came when he
14 and heard the Nobel Peace P
winner, writer and Holocaust surviv
Elie Wiesel speak at a synagogue.

"He said things tht | had a shadow Photo by Phil Garber
intimation might exit about life ar Rabbi Moshe Rudin stands outside Temple Hatikvah in Flanders.

reality and he spoke about what we're doing h&adin saic

Partly because of Wiesel's comments, Rudin cansaderstand that "life is being connected to who
are in terms of your heritage apdur goals.



Zionism And Racism

Another life-changing event came in 1975 when hicled television news to hear the United Nations
voting in favor of a resolution equating Zionismréism.

"l can still hear the chants by the agitators,RPh® and others, at American universities,” Rudiid.sd
knew it was motivated by hatred of Jews and Israel.

Around that time, Rudin said he attended a larganter-demonstration where he met people who told
him about Zionism. He remembered hearing formere\Reesident Hubert Humphrey telling the nation
that “we’re not going to let the snake (of anti-$&sm) rise again." There also was a small, heoiNaz
demonstration outside the hall.

As his identity as a Jew coalesced, Rudin decideddit Israel. In 1978, he arrived and moved to a
kibbutz, or small, self-reliant community

"l wanted to see what Israel was, to understandtifrom newspapers and books," Rudin said.
He was not prepared for the flood of emotions #paang from his arrival.
"l found an explosion of joy, awareness and constiess," Rudin said.

"It was a joy of being home and seeing things | baly seen in my dreams. | was like someone who had
never opened his eyes before."

While living on the kibbutz, he studied at Haifa itBrsity and at a yeshiva or Jewish educational
program.

He considered making Israel his permanent homeafiat 10 years decided he wanted to serve his
American community.

He is in the fourth year of a five-year rabbiniggibgram at the Academy for Jewish Religion in the
Bronx, N. Y. Since returning from Israel, Rudin was assistant principal for eight years at the Solo
Schechter Day School in West Orange and previowsiked for eight years as a teacher at a private
Jewish day school in Boston.

As a rabbi, Rudin said one of his tasks is to eaghg synagogue in "world repair" through eventhsu
as community mitzvahs (good deeds) days, arrarfgingisits to area nursing homes and participating
the national "Project Isaiah" to provide food teapantries.

He said the congregation at Temple Hatikvah hasgroy about 12 families in the past few years and
that more Jews are moving to Morris County.

"This is a lovely, open and unique Jewish commuyhiRudin said. "The message of the synagogue is
resonating in the community."

He said his agenda is one of social justice angedor the environment, "values that originatéhe
torah about the infinite worth of every individual.



As a rabbi, Rudin said his role is to provide infiation, not to dictate.

"The rabbi is ultimately a teacher," Rudin saide™don't say, "see it my way." He'll say "here’s tagt
to show you how to live.™

To that end, Rudin said he emphasizes Jewish sitaadl observance and commitment to social action
through helping individuals and groups, such adnterfaith Homeless Council. He also hopes toagpre
interest in Judaism beyond the synagogue through swtivities as the public, community menorah
lighting held in Long Valley last Hanukkah.

He said younger Jews are looking for their own ueig@xpression of Jewish identity and that many are
rediscovering the traditions of kosher, keeping $labbath holy and being activists for Judaism. &le s
younger Jews to visit Israel to understand thethbght.

"Israel is infused with youthfulness and energy "said.
It is a place where ancient memories are stirrefifamp the genes.

"Just seeing street signs written Hebrew for thst fime, Judaism comes alive," Rudin said. "Peapée
looking to reinstitute the sacred in life. Everylasd trying to understand."

An important part of his role is to maintain Jewiskie and pride in Israel. He said that is somesimet
easy with the violence in the Middle East and csitivho "demonize Israel and say it shouldn't €xist.

The rabbi said he believes most Americans undetstaat Israel is not the cause of the troubleen t
region.

"Americans have sophistication and can cut thrabghpropaganda to see what is real," Rudin said.

On his return visits to Israel, Rudin said he iartened by "a tremendous sense of optimism and
affirmation in Israel.”



